





Mykonos ¢ The first island you’ll visit is
Mykonos, one of Greece’s Cyclades Islands.
It was ruled by Venetians in the 13th and
14th centuries, and more recently was under
Turkish occupation. In the center of Mykonos’
Old Town is Mando Mavrogenous Square,
named after the woman credited with saving
the island from the Muslims during Greece’s
War of Independence. Nearby is the Church of
Agia Kiriaki, which contains some of Mykonos’
most fascinating and beautiful religious icons.
The quaint winding streets of the Old Town
are perfect for browsing trendy boutiques and
crafts shops. And be on the lookout for Three
Well Square (Tria Pigadia), where a local
legend states that an unmarried woman who
drinks from each of the wells will soon find
a husband. The cruise line will also offer an
optional Mykonos walking tour at this port
of call.

Day 5 Cruise

Rhodes ¢ The largest of the Dodecanese
Islands, Rhodes is one of Greece’s most popu-
lar resort areas. According to ancient myth, this
island erupted from the sea to appease Helios,
the sun god, after Zeus overlooked him while
distributing the earth among the other gods.
Rhodes once stood as a bastion of Christianity
against the Turks. Its three major archaeologi-
cal sites, lalyssos, Lindos and Kamiron, date
back to the 7th century B.C. Rhodes was a cen-
ter of Hellenistic culture in its early days, then
became the territory of the medieval Knights
of St. John. The cruise line offers an optional
visit to the Old City and Mount Philerimos,
which provides spectacular views of Rhodes
below, and an optional visit to Lindos, called
Rhodes” most beautiful village, at this port of
call. (Please note: Due to scheduling, you may
have time to participate in only one optional.)

Day 6 Cruise

Patmos ¢ Patmos, which united with Greece
in 1948, is one of the 12 Dodecanese Islands
that extend off the western coast of Turkey.
Despite many centuries of foreign rule, Patmos
has long retained its Greek language and cul-
ture. The cruise company will offer an optional
visit to St. John’s Monastery, a fortress-like
retreat named after St. John the Evangelist,
who came to Patmos in the st century after
his exile from Ephesus. From the monastery,
youll have a panoramic view of the whole
island and the surrounding sea. In a nearby
grotto, which you will also visit, St. John wrote

the Book of Revelation. At this port of call, the
cruise line will also offer a scenic island tour.
(Please note: Due to scheduling, you will have
time to participate in only one optional.)
Kusadasi ¢ Your cruise will come to an end
at the picturesque Turkish village of Kusadasi,
which lies on the Aegean coast.

Guided excursion to Ephesus ¢ This after-
noon, enjoy a half-day excursion to Ephesus,
one of the Mediterranean region’s best-pre-
served classical cities. During the reign of the
Roman Empire, Ephesus was considered the
greatest city in Asia Minor. You will see all the
highlights, from the Forum, the Odeon and
the elaborate Library of Celsus to the Thermal
Baths of Scolastika, the Temple of Hadrian
and the Great Theatre. Visit the Archaeological
Museum, and you may also have the chance to
see the nearby house where the Virgin Mary is
said to have spent her last days.

Ascend the sun-bleached heights of Athens’ ancient Acropolis.

Day 7 Kusadasi * Canakkale

Transfer via guided sightseeing in Pergamon
* En route to Canakkale, travel north along
the Aegean coast to Pergamon, where your
local guide shows you the sights. A stronghold
of the Greek Attalid dynasty, this was, at one
time, one of the world’s most magnificent cit-
ies. Here, you’ll visit the impressive Acropolis.
Arrival in Canakkale e Continue to
Canakkale, whose shores touch both Europe
and Asia, a highly strategic area to control.
The city is known for its crucial role during the
eight-month Battle of Gallipoli in WWI, when
Turkish soldiers defended the Dardanelles
Strait and prevented the Allied army from
entering the country. Today, the Gallipoli
peninsula is a national park dedicated to those
who lost their lives here. Keep your eyes out for
the tribute carved on one of Canakkale’s cliff
walls: “O Passer-by: The quiet earth on which
you tread unaware is the place where a genera-
tion was lost. Bow and listen, for this ground is
where the heart of a nation throbs.”



Day 8 Canakkale

Guided excursion to Troy ¢ Journey today
to Troy, the city from which the beautiful
Helen incited the Trojan War in the 12th
century B.C. Author of The Illiad and The
Odyssey, Homer alleges that Paris, the Prince
of Troy, eloped with Helen, the wife of
Menelaus of Sparta. The best remembered part
of the 10-year war was its conclusion, when
the Greeks hid in a wooden horse that the
Trojans mistakenly thought was a peace offer-
ing. Needless to say, the Greeks emerged from
the horse and ransacked the town. Tour the
ancient site, where the remains of nine civiliza-
tions dating back 5,000 years were excavated
only 120 years ago. After returning from Troy,
spend some free time on the beach.

Day 9 Canakkale e Istanbul

Transfer via guided sightseeing in Bursa
 En route to Istanbul, stop in Bursa, the very
first capital of the Ottoman empire. A local
guide shows you the highlights of this city,
known for its Ottoman art and architecture,
the Turkish automobile industry and bubbling
Turkish baths.

Arrival in Istanbul ¢ Welcome to Istanbul,
crossroads of the East and West, as well as the
world’s only city that spans two continents.
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Day 10 Istanbul

Guided sightseeing of Istanbul ¢ A local
guide introduces you to Istanbul’s major sites
on this morning’s sightseeing tour. Discover
the ancient Hippodrome, which once served as
the public center of Byzantium for more than a
thousand years. Then behold the breathtaking
Blue Mosque, built by Sultan Ahmet and deco-
rated with exquisite blue Iznik tiles. Continue
to the magnificent Topkapi Palace, once the
residence of the Ottoman sultans. Your tour
concludes with a stop at Istanbul’s legendary
Grand Bazaar, where you can browse and
barter for treasures of all kinds, from brassware
to spices.

Optional Bosphorus cruise ¢ Join an
optional half-day cruise through the Bosphorus
Straits, the waterway that separates Europe
and Asia.

Day 11 Home
Return home ¢ Your tour director assists with
the transfer to the airport, where you’ll check

in for your return flight home.

For complete financial and registration details,
please refer to the Booking Conditions.
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General Cruise Information

Cruise company ® EF uses two cruise compa-
nies for the Greek Islands cruise: Louis Cruise
Lines and easyCruise. The name of your cruise
ship will be available 14 days prior to your
departure. Please contact your EF Tour Con-
sultant with questions or for more information
about your cruise.

Accommodations and Amenities ® Cabins
on the ship are smaller than normal hotel
rooms. Each cabin has air conditioning and
a private bathroom. Groups should expect to
stay in lower level cabins and are not guaran-
teed a porthole. Adults will be accommodated
in double cabins and students in triples or
quads. Amenities on the ship may include
restaurants, pool, casino, medical facilities,
library/internet access, exercise room, live
entertainment and a discotheque.

Meals and Drinks ® Your cruise includes all
meals. The cruise ship serves an abundant vari-
ety of food including full American breakfasts,
lunch buffets, tea on the deck, buffet style and
seated dinners. Drinks are not included. How-
ever, participants can choose a drink package
which can be purchased at the beginning of
the cruise.

Jucational Tours

Dress ® While the dress code on board is
mostly casual, some evening activities may
require semi-formal attire. Additionally, for
Greek Night, travelers are encouraged to dress
in blue and white. When going ashore, com-
fortable walking shoes are recommended. For
visits to religious sites, bare shoulders and
shorts are not permitted.

Payments on Board ¢ The currency on board
is the Euro. A shipboard account is opened for
each traveler at the beginning of the cruise. A
credit card or cash deposit is required in order
to open an account — no debit cards are ac-
cepted. All on-board expenses including shore
excursions, gratuities, gift shop purchases etc.
are charged to your shipboard account. Upon
disembarkation, travelers may settle their ac-
counts using major credit cards or cash. Per-
sonal checks are not accepted.

Tipping ¢ Gratuities for cruise ship staff are
not included in your program fee. Travelers
should expect that $10 per day will be charged
to their shipboard account to cover cruise
staff gratuities. Your EF Tour Director will
be with you throughout the duration of the
cruise. With this in mind, please make sure to
recognize this service and tip accordingly. We
recommend $6 per person per day.

Shore Excursions ¢ Various optional shore
excursions are available throughout the cruise.
These excursions are offered by the cruise
company and not by EF. For this reason, we
cannot offer group leaders Global Points for
shore excursions. They must be booked and

paid for during the cruise.



